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My first day 
with my host 
family

I stayed in Alicante with a 
host mother, 24 year old 
sister, and another CIEE 
participant. I ate all my 
meals with my family and 
we talked for hours every 
night!



Historical Sites
I learned a lot about Alicante’s 
history by visiting all the main 
historical sites. It was so 
interesting to see the ancient 
city through today’s beautiful 
artifacts and buildings. 

Ayuntamiento 
- Town Hall

Castillo de Santa 
Bárbara - Castle of 
Santa Bárbara

Basilica de 
Santa Maria 



Historical 
Sites

Plaza de los 
Luceros

La Plaza de 
Toros

Palacio de Cristal, 
El Buen Retiro 

Explanadas



FOOD
On Fridays and during 
free time I tried as much 
local food as I could! Here 
are a few Alicante 
classics: Serrano Ham, 
Paella, and Horchata with 
the traditional 
accompanying pastry, a 
fartón. 



Activities
My days were filled with fun cultural group 
activities! The beach was always a great way to 
relax and cool down. We got to know our way 
around by taking a little graffiti tour and climbing 
up to the castle which overlooks the entire city. I 
watched (and loved) Mamma Mia Here We Go 
Again in spanish and we all visited the fountains of 
Algar. 



My Favorite Day
On the first Friday in Alicante, my friends and I went to 
a restaurant near San Juan beach and ordered 
delicious Paella. I got to meet Alejandro, another 
student’s host brother from Alicante, and a bunch of 
his friends. I got to speak a lot of Spanish with them 
and ask them about their lives in Spain. After the 
beach we went to the pool of one of Alejandro’s 
friends and had a really good time. Later, my friends 
Liz and Sabrina and I got horchata from a popular 
horchatería in town. 



Early mornings and 
afternoons spent at 
the beach



Mercado Central 
The central market is an 
integral part of Alicante’s 
history and community. At one 
point being the main source 
of food for all citizens, the 
market remains a popular 
place to buy genuine 
specialty items and quality 
foods. 



Nature



Nature
I was constantly amazed 
by the new and 
interesting trees I saw 
throughout Spain!



Daily Journaling



Daily Journaling



Thank you for 
making this 
experience 
possible!

-Tillie Donover
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